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What is North Korea’s response to allegations about its rights abuses? Did

the UN Commission of Inquiry Report of 2014 – which identified the
North Korean state as responsible at the highest level for crimes against
humanity – provoke any change in the way the state engages rights? To
answer these questions, my talk draws on a huge corpus of web-scrapped
data, both video and print, from North Korea’s online media to examine
domestic coverage of rights and international engagement on the topic. In
this talk, I take you on a journey into the heady landscape of North Korea’s
response to the UN report: from emotional news reportage, to defectordenouncing documentaries, to street demos, to interviews with the man-onthe-street (and one woman), to citizen-interviews with Will Ripley of CNN.
The talk concludes by showing, discursively and forensically, the North
Korean state as ventriloquist throwing its interpretation of human rights,
and the UN rights report, into the mouths of citizens.
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